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WASHINGTON IS SQUARELY BEHIND SLOCUM
IN SENDING TROOPS OVER MEXICAN BORDER

PETERS IS NAMES
BY PARTY CAUCUS
ON FIRST BALLOT

Anti-Saloon League Field
Secretary Chosen as Pro¬
hibition Commissioner.

REPUBLICANS ARE DENIED
VOICE IN SELECTION

Democrats Vote Down Plan to

lr111 OlTii:c on Floor of Gen¬
eral Assembly.

STOU.MV OKHATK IN '\l(IS

.\:unrs of It. 1$. Davis nmj -Indue J.
M. St Hurt AN" in Nnni-

itint ion.

li. t join; .ill us that Iji'^uii :«n'
s«-rio-ci»mlc i' :i .! ..ml.-il a? opera

boutf' l iO 'i;itc r>' th«* 'iencralj
Af >'-!ubl\ 'ast nUi;t nominated lie v.

,1. Sidney J*, to; .. Held seoiMarv of the
\ t i i Saloon of Virwii a to t'i II

nth- . C.f >1 v.i-«iiji-.«*» lit :-roli»!»t-
! :-ewl> . r *.*;» t *r i lli< >1. ;.)> 1»i 11
Mr Ivtcrs w.i- io-,-n <ni (lie- tir:-t

loci viii»- y . four o" the
II ' I . . Ywl'.- . '!»t 'I').. o'lic '.wo

tiorni!:"«.!.. .f**«Jc:«- M. Stuart. of
lloanoke, »it:. I Ilbhard K I of I'.
t>-: s»iui tr. . .. ». i\ I . Ll-.iiv tvtl rifto"-
vote*. respect '.\ < l;. rpon 111«. motion
nf Si -Il.ltoi l.';i u|]ol>. "f Ui.-IuiioihI. (lie
t ornination was «i«.. 1 .. . unanitnout

Tl i1 eloition will !».. confirmed tiv
-.(I Ji'iut i-v « I ! In- 'iet;< :.|! A s.;i- mil; .'
>¦ < mat tor of course as .--ooti as 'jovcr-
-.¦r Stuart signs ill .- prohibit lot) bill.
M. I'i '<-r» v. tii t.iK. S<tpt»*ni-

1. in . r>< a tiii" <<f f«i i .. years
.1 a ..i \-ia! >a1:-f. i,f t%.
-1. t«ti i «>!.* iti:\ i:t.it \ ii\ t :ttt omi>

\TI1:MPT VI M.ltlllt SMX
Tin .. ill til .¦i«ri,iiu til* nomination
ml . U- tiuii iiifTi-ji-iJ unK fton similar

proceedings m (i.-eviii ib Joint cuueuses
in its spirit of high revelry. <.'orning

;>lt ijii« ontroll.i». 1 e leactlon t.i «he
. . r. .. per.ods -if s:.- sirs-1 st..«c- of t:i.
meetiiik. this t»|. ir i* lit oi.i- tiiiu open
disorder tuwards thb close, ilrownin?

. onding M".' '-I . j.thI rliiinj.' rough-
shod i»\ . -» . -tt-n.pt a; .serious-
!;e*"S.

i.ll her '¦<; p-ui -Via .1 ji lit i-si.il 'I
t.on adopted Woduesda- niirh: calling
for a joint caucus to nuiiiiit.ili a coin-1
tr.i.ssioner of prohibition. the meetini-/
w.*is i onfronted at the- outset with n

motion t" t < o!:the \ ote by which
'... J evolution Wa li /1 > 11 -'! the i i_-1 j r
..»1 o 11

Tlx- motion w /tfvied hy I'iiatrnian
.iiTtlfii "f tin- . '-aii' ij... ...hi- re¬

signed the ch;iii to Sciiaivr Kisou, of
. 'h-ilhaiu. :iik1 t»»i»l; tin- tloor to speal;
( . his motion
<»i i-:\i". i «> t \i<(i k in

ii istou \ ok < vi<i ««r,s
Tlirrc en.sucti a which oh] morn-

ln-rs s-alcl was unique in the history of.
. iif- r>ciiiocratii* mucuses of the (Son-
«*;nl Assembly interrupted on an
avcraicc of one« a minute with <iues-
i.oti.s. some of them polite to the point
. t' sar'-asm, Mr. Jordat; pleaded for
t':irty tnitiutcs for a rescinding of the;
all and for the elet'tion of ihc com-

niiKsioner in open session by Democrats
r.d Republicans actinur in concert.
In answer to him rose Senator Addi-

.."ii. of I.y nchbitru. with a twenty-
.i iiiut<- speech, m which be denounced
'!i«: siiK^fstinn of Si-n:itor Jordan as

nothing less than absoluti- hetesv. as-

."rtiniA the plain and undeniable «luty.
of the Democratic party to take sole
iiarfje of tilling thin otlioe and assume
undivided the responsibility of enforo-
.intc the law which t l.cfirisliittire of
I »emocrats had been elected hy the;
people to frame.

Mr. .lordan |tropln sicd that to refuse,
now to give the minority a voice in
the selection of a commissioner of pro¬
hibition. after the loysil service of Re¬
publicans in helping to carry the State
into the d"ry" column, would be to
inject into the situation in VirRiriia a
virus that will ultimately destroy the
ivir,perance cause.

MIIIIVIIV I IIAMI'IONS
di r\ hats

s« (littor Addison declared his solemn
conviction that the Democrats of thn
(.Jeneral Assembly could not make a
uravcr. more serious or more alarming
mistake than to fail at litis timo (todischarge their plain duty lo nominate
an ollieer who, it is eommonly believed,
ht> said, will he in a position, if he
chooses, to de\clui» a far-reaching po¬
litical machine.
To share litis important parly <Iut>"

with the IJcpublica ns. h«> said, will he
10 dampen ilv zeal of the ureal I'emo-
eratie ai my of the Slate and to shake
ittc eoiilidenec and lanh of Us leaders.

Tlt'-ro was occasional applause for
Delegate .lordaii. hut the crowd that
packed the floor and gallery intor-
rupte'd Senafoi Addison with frequent
and hearty demonstrations of its ap¬
proval. Ii v.as a hat lie bet ween the
loemher from 1'ulasUi and the Senator
from Lynchburg No one undertook' to
.liseus; tin* i -sur when lli'-y had
finished.
The pending (|Uc«.tion was mdeied.

and ActiitR Chairman Itison called for
a vote on ilie Jordan motion to re¬
consider the vote by which the cau¬
cus on the night before had set this
meeting for ihe selection of a prohihi-

(Continued on Third 1'age.i

^hoioejof Caucus

WAR AGAINST PORTIieilL
DECLARED Bl GERMANY

KKV. J. SI1»\i:y I'KTKKS.
field secretary «.f tlx- Anti-Saloon

Is named by nemoerat.s ,,r*
(m-ihtjiI Assembly as first Prohibition
' 4"niiil>sioncp uf \ irjriniji.

I'MiniKuesi. Minister at llorlin j
Handed Passports <>11 Tuos-

d«> Afternoon.

Ui:.\SO\S (,|\ i:.\ 1 OH ACTION j
( hiellj Due t<» decent Seizure of j

(.ei'inan .Merctiantmen Interned in:
I'<>rttiyal Ports. hut Oilier iireai'hc.s
of Neutrality ANo Factors.

Ii: J;i .1N*. M.tri-h '. .«.¦{;, v\o

yville i Germany 'k-ilai-.i war «-.rj

Portugal at ooio.-k venerdavl
.ti ...tikm,-, anil 11.4mir>c) t he Portugu<«.: 1

luii<i-ite' Ills passports
1!.' German sov«trni!>.-nt. therefore

considers h. rself fron; thin lime in
war with the PortuKuc.se government."

t! '-oik lusiou of declaration
hintled l«.
I.i.'bdi, i.) tl-

¦ . rina i mi ii sti-r u t
I'i»r;',i;'i|i"sc: wovernni.->nt

.Mi-I >. l?,-i lir. t'i tl..- Pnrtupu.se minis-
1 ." v age:i«-> iniiuuncr-ment

"Tli.. ,lrl laralir.T.
\VH

tills

> * '^
f ,et »l.r»t

lllilde llCfl Ssiirv In the,
i shijis

¦lit! .ii*
Portuguese j.orrs, wlii

V-I^t v..T .-on ,,C Ill-one), of
1̂ ia 1 ttenties Hcrnnnv, j

the-e.ore. )s obliged r. -jVo ,!fl |10r
. ormcr attitude of fori#»arai:ce. which
s''° niHintaiiieil because of Portu-
paTs awkward situation.

The declaration enumerates a !oncj
series of breaches of neutrality l.y r 1,7-»
Portuguese government, such ns rv«»'
Permission of free passage to Knglish
troops through the '-olnrv of .Moz:i:n-
bhiuc: the permission given to Knglish
men-of-war to use Portuguese ports for
a time exceeding that Kiveii neutrals*!
he permission given the KnBliKh navy
to ns- Madeira a, naval base: actual
.r.'-,au'einotit.s between Portuguese t itj
German troops on the frontier of Ger
man Southwest Africa and AngoW-

Insult" to the German nation
> "^.'.¦hcrs of the Portuguese Parl.a-

mV.:'V who "ever were reprimanded
The declaration further points out

that the seizure of German ships in
tnuiral Portuguese norts- on Kebru-irv

was an act against the law and'.he
treaties concluded between Germ-.n-
;«nd Portugal-

(iKIIM.W KA Mil.IKS
I.KAVIMi I'dltTl f.AIj

PA JUS. March .A dispatch lo t lie
Ap^ni')' from T.isd>on states * *

>;i t
the exodus of German families from
Portugal col.tinu.s. The Minister of
Marino, tlif dispatcJi adds, has pub¬
lished an order eonirra'.ula i itii? the com¬
mandant. the olliocrs atid sailors who
seized the German ships for the man¬
ner in which they tool; their position*
and utilized vessels in 1.. Tairus lliver.

SITI .Vl'ION i 0\S1I>KI(K1>
IIV Sl» \MSII I A III \ KT

MAI>ltlf>, March f' (via Paris'i.~-T'-e
Cabinet met to-day and considered tie-
situation which miylit arise in eas-- <«p
a state of war between Portugal and
Germany.

PASSENGER TRAIN WRECKED j
I'.vrrj 1'iir of the Manhattan l.imiteil

hciiiloil.\<iiic of I'iisociikitk
Hurt.

AI .TOOXA, PA.. March 'J. Tiie Man- |liattan (limited of the Pcniia; Ix'ania i
Unitroad. bound from New Yorlc to I
Chicago. crash.d into a freight wreck '

near J'ort Uoyal. lift.v miles *vesl of i
I laiTMhurto-night. ilerailinc. every
ear of the passenger train and hurling |the locomotive down an embankment. '

Tin- engineer and llreiria n of the,
limited were buried under their on¬
line. and are b'-lievcd to have been
Killed All the passengers were, badly
shaken up and several slightly injured.
but, so far as can lie ascertained, no!
one «a> i-eriou-ly hurl. I

Adopts Rate Suggested by Gov¬
ernor and Advisory Board Over

Report of Committee.

DEBATE ON MORTGAGE TAX

Segregation of Entire Amount to
State Held to Be Unfair

1

to Localities.

T;- a margin of :i -it.gle vote. thoj
lloiiyi" of r*elcg;ite:; yesterday i ejected
the 11 iTiMim' inla'io). "' ?t« Vinain i

tixinir 3'' cent* an the tax
on merchants' purchases in excess of J
Jtfift.OOO, and HiloptMl an amendment
ma U intr the r:«t" i'ft tlic rat«*
sugces'ted by ''inveriiftp Xt'tart ai>l the
State Advisor* Hoard <"." Taxation.
For mori' than an hour tiif members jfought ovr the IV.oi j

section of I louse Itill No oho of'
the Important i c\> r iif measures. in-I
iroiluceO on behalf of the Finance Coin- '
mi t tee hy Delegates Whit". Mos.- and
Murray The debate brought frequent
charges on the part of members sup-
porting the i.otHtnltloe re ¦otnmendatio'i. J
that an effort was being made hy the)
iidvocatc? of the 1 icVr tax to arraign)the small merchant agalns* the largo
one. and to play on th" sympathies of
the rurni member:- for the countrv
deal<-: to force an increase in th>- tux
of merchant* wlion' pure has..--
J1 flft.OO"'-.
I.OIIDDN OII.)!¦:< T* TO T\Y

ON TOIIA< ( II I>I: V I.KHS |
When the House reached the section!

which Imposes a 1 icons* tax of $.". op
all retail dealer.- in tobacco snufT and
cigars. l»elegate liordon offered mo-
tion striking the entire section from
th« bill Th .- tax was imposed 1<; the
special s- ssioii of 1M". and was merely
repeated in 'lie measure under con¬
sideration.

lie legate viordon ohjecteil to th- tax
because. he ;ii. 1. it worked a hardship
oti small countrj uierchat.t s. These.!
lie said, arc already sufficiently taxed
under the bill, and should r.ot be forced
to pay an additional tax for the privi-
lege of handling a few cigarette- and
.:ip a rs.

fielej-ate Ri.w»r implored the Mouse
to cail a liait to the attempt- to dc-

effect of tl'.e l':VCmie ilU'H--
urv- !.' amendment.- In an clio:t to
protect a f«.w .small merchants in the
cou ..' ry, 'e pointed out. I '.."e«a*.c lior-
doj iiO« proposes to t v 1 ie\ . all m* r-
ehan:-. larye an I small. from a vrr>
necessary tax. wh i»-h yields the stale
about Sj.*.,(n»o a year in revenue
om.\ i-'aik th t r mi \r.i.

IIKIK HANTS III-: \|< TIIKIIt ^IIAItK
Floor l,eitii>r Willis joined ii. tii-

pioi"v' He lian voted. lie said, to :i
.rea--.- the tax oil the large mer-hai.t -.

and wa- willing t«> pk;> fair by ins st¬
ing thai the small m«:roi«mts. too. boar
their proper share of the burdet..

It: deference to 'he opposittot' Hole-
gate liordon withdrew his original
amendment striking out the entire to¬
bacco-tax section, and offered a.- a sub¬
stitute an amendmeiit relicvinp. from
the payment of the i.1 tobacco tax all
merchants whose purchases were not
in excess of ?1.iK'0 a year. This, he
said, would protect only the weak, and
would leave the tax as before with
respect to the larger merchants, who
are able to bear it.
The amendment was" accepted by 111

patrons of the bill, and was adopted.
Karlier in tin discussion the House had
approved an amendment making the
annual State frar.chi.se tax of water,
heat, light and power companies three-
fourths: of 1 per cent of their gross
receipt-. The bill a- reported lixo' the
rate at 1 per cent the amount which
ha- been agreed upon b> th-. Sonar*
Committee on Finance.
With These throe amendment.* in¬

corporated. the hill was placed on i'.s
passage and approved by a vote of
CO to 23. It iroc-s now to the Senate
for concurrence.

INCH HAS ICS MINIMI M
<>!.' ii \ vi s* mi

Th>- hill increases tlie liiininunii mer-
ehants' license tax from »o *1"- To
tins increase there was little opposi¬
tion. I'mli'i' the lull, a?' amended. the
rtrst S'.'.'iftO of ourehases will I e taxed
$10. and all addit tonal purchases with-
otit limit will be t.i\««i at a tint rate
of 20 rents on the Sinn. As reported
from tlie committer, purchases in on-
cess of ti'.OOO ami up to ?t00.000 were
taxed 20 cent-, ami those tn exress of
S1 OO.OOo. 10 rents on the $100
The amendment providim-r for a uni¬

form rate of 20 cents on ui! purchase*
over {2,000 was offered l>y I'elevate
Kpes. of Xottowa.v. who said he r.:»w
no reason for i^lvlnpr the larye mn -

rliant an advantage over tin- small one.
The amendment was stronnly supported
hy I>ele^ate Adams of I'harlotte. a no
I)c lepate Cordon.
urns uiiivrniiAT

IS MMM'll.ll. »*.' TO II
Delofiates llohson. Myers. Cox at.d

Ionian opposed the amendment. ami
nrired the Mouse io support the ..om-I
inittee. Kvidence had heett introdtireil
at tin: committee hearings. they said,
hy the large merchant!; lo show that
the increase in the volume. of sales?
above J100,000 did not hrinK com¬
mensurate returns, ami that the la ice r

im-rchant is confronted with special'
oryanl/.a tion and overhead ebat.ncsj
whieli do not oppress the smaller
dealer. Tlir lOiimiit. tee was .satisfied,
thej Sold llie House, that a smaller
ratr for purchases in excess of >100,-
000 was amply (listified.
The Kpej* amendment was rairied by

it.'onlintied on l-'iftli I'age.)

CRISIS NEAR AT HAND
IN VEROUN BATTLE

French and Germans Now at

Grips in Greatest Slaugh¬
ter of War.

RIVAL CLAIMS OF VICTORY

Berlin's Report That Vaux Is
Captured Is Flatly Contra¬

dicted by Paris.

>P( :;t ; to The Times -1 >ip.\; < h.]
l.ONTiON. March The tide of 1 t

tl' before Verdun has swppt b ck to
the eastern bank of the Meuse. where
French and <Jorma s a if :«t prips in
tin": moatest slaughter of the war,
From this retort of death to-night,

rival claim? of victory arc received.
Hoth Freti'tli and Germans report fr>-«h
glories for tliui! arms.

The Berlin olJi'ial statement say?
that in a furious nipht assault over

the shell-sw« pt teirain two I'osen r»*-

serve tcgiments iimlvr <;enernl von

flurety.Uy Oornitz carried the armored
fort i»f Vaux. the village of the same

name. and numei on? adjoining posi¬
tion?. all <>f which w ..if stronply forti¬
fied
Tw o French < ornmuniciues. represent¬

ing the .same t'mh tii.tr, flatly contradict
this German claim.
The afternoon statement. which

makes no mention of the battle for
l'ort Vaux. says that German troops
v. ho penetrated the village were driven
out immediately at the point ot" the
bayonet.
\'ita< Kt mho Ki:ia( i.m:d

w rrif i:\ohmois i,o*m-:s
The midnight .statement issued hour?

later than the German report, says:
"Fast of the Meuse the Germans made

numerous attacks on our front from
iJouaumont to Vaux. At the exit from
the village of Pouaumont their attack
was broken l»y our infantry and artil¬
lery tire. Furious assaults against the
village of Vattx were likewise repulsed,
with heavy losses to the enemy.

"Finally, the 'let mans launched
against our trenihes. along the foot
of the ri'Jfse. which Is surmounted by
Fort Vaux. violent attacks in solid
formation, which were repulsed, with
enormous losses to the enemy inflicted
by our barrier tire."

It is pointed out that the French
statements have been twelve hours be¬
hind the Berlin reports in following
the developments of the Verdun tlirht-
'UK

l'.otli Fienoli and Germans admit
that the. crisis is at hand in the pre:1.t
battle of Verdun, the most tremendous
of the world war.
The s-truegle. which i- entering its

nineteenth day. i> still gaining fury,
until it is exported to reach its climax
oi which the fate of tlu- nations bans.
MOI{»: 'I'll \ \ IflHMHH) MI-:\

AMiKAin si.a i «. irrr.it i-:i>

More tii.i n 200. nOO men have been
slaughtered in tlx* eighteen days of
battle. The Gerniin losses are es'.i-
tnated at J £r»,OOo. M.ijoi Morabt. the
fcrmnn criiu. places tic F'ench
casualties at 75,000 to SO.O'O.
The battle js being waged Uu-'.; and

forth on a ftont of about ten miles,
intersected by the River Meuse. While
the eyes of the world for the moment
are turned on the struggle cast of the
stream, fighting of tremendous violence
is progressing on the west side.

Here, during the day. French and
. ifrmnns bunted each other down m
tin* shell-swept t'orbeaux woods, licre
agaiti their claims are diametrically
opposed.
The French midnight st.iteuont says:

est of the Mouse our troops con¬
tinued to pri^-'css durinu the day in
the . :orbeaux woods, nenri.v t lie whole
of which we now hold."
The Merlin War Oflice reports.
"West of the Mouse we were occu¬

pied in clearing out the rest of the
French troops remaining in the woods
of t'orbeaux."
The French statement is surprising,

hi view of tin- previous night's com-
munkiue, which said that at that tin>e
the i Iermans occupied only the eastern
extremity of the fote.-M \n fresh «!er-
man attacks had been it-ported.
iiisToitir i»itr.si:u\ i>

ill'.IM ( Mil TO K IMII.I\«.s;
»!i this liiink il' tin- tiv.-i the tier-

man shell tiro h:»s litenilly swopl the
country clem of forests. Historic pre¬
serves have lioen reduced to kindlings.
Tiie ..rest <>f ;i hit! has been blown!
:t«'ay. ami the Kinoes Uiver has dis-
nppeared. h.iviim been ilammeii in half
:i ilo/.fii places l.y fallen timber

Tlx- ijerman advance to Fort Vhujc
an»l beyond would have been more
tli.iii two miles into the French lines,
and would put the Kaiser's soldiers]
within four miles of Verdun itself. It
wouM brtiivr them before the inner
riitR of French defenses and uive theirj
heav\ puns comma ml of ,t wide stretchi
of territory and the principal defend¬
ing forts to ihe siitith
The French t . port tin: repulse of

further licritian attacks on the village
of Itcthineourt. west of the Mouse,
\\ lii 1 I'.eiiin Matf.s that during the
day i lit er French aeroplanes were shot
down by <Seitiian aircraft reconnoltei--
nr.; over Verdun.

\ \i \ \ ii.i. k.k ami I'oirr
t M'l'i iti:n iii

KKIM.IN. March fi (vist l.omlon >..
The village and armored fort of Vain,
northeast of Verdun. hai been cap-
tuteil bv the Ocriiiun.s. the War t'tlice
announced to-ilay.
The aiiiiouiicenient Nay.s numerous

Continued on Second I'.ikcj

Villa Leads Bandits
in Raid Over Border

to Attach Columbus
American Casualties;

Civilians and Soldiers
. Ol.l >1 IH s, llureh .The

fnllnn ln^ niNuiiltlrs nrrp Mi^liiinril
!».» tlie \inerlcnn cltllliiiis nntl
Molrjirr*;

Killed:
A. I.. Kitelile. proprietor ( enlrnl

Hotel.
>\ . It. Wnlkrr. I nil I'll SCiU'n ciim-

I ohis rider.
< . I . Miller. n^iicr of firm; «fnrc.
Mr*. Milton .Inmr*.
.I. S. Di'iin.
.I. .1. Moore, merchant.
I'riink Kenilvalc, linr*c*diocr,

'Irunii l\.
^'TKCiml Unrjs A. IJoIiIin, innchine-

umi troop.
Cnriiitriil I'a it I >iuit»n.
Serjeant John MrirrKrU. Iinnd.
Corporal Hurry \MhmiII, Troop t;.
I'rlvnte h'ri'il A. (.rlflln, Trmi|i K.
I'rlwite Thtiniuw Holler. Troop I'.
\merlean* liurnril to drnth in

Central Hotel:
< linrlf. llvWIii Miller. Ml.u-

i|ii«*ri|nc. \. M,
II. >1. ICnri. entile Inspector. |.;i

I'oho. Tf\i
W on mini:
l.leuteiiiinl l.l. IIeiiii. Troup

Thirteenth I uiHlri, shot In »lie
left firm.

.Ies»»e 'I'n.vlor. Troo|i !.", »hot
through the lietiil.
Theodore Knlrorkr. Troop I,. ithoi

through lioHi Iren.
M leliael llnrma/cl. uiaohInr-KUU

I ro«i|i. »liot through tlie urek,
.lumen Vreder, 'I'rtiop li, shot In

ilir client,
J oil ii Vnrlirougli. Troop I*.
.Inmes \ enner, Troop >1. nliot

through tlie lirm.
.lolin Kcogli. Troop (¦.
Milton .InineM. riiilronil employer.

LOSSES IN EXCESS OF 100
INFLICTED ON MEXICANS

American Pursuit in Mexico Said to
Have Aerotinted for More Than

Seventy-Five Itaudlts.

j SKVI.V or l . S. CAVALIIV J>i; \I)

Several Other Americans Kitlicr
tlurncd to Death or .Murdered by

i Invading; Desperadoes, »Vho IV;.st
Snipers in I'irk OtV I'lccing People.

' M.l .MUl S. .V. M , Ala roll l». Tht*
casualties of the Tliirtoenib Cavalry hi
the fighting :it Columbus wcip seven
killed nn*1 six w«.mnded.

Villa's totiil losses in the day's right¬
ing were estimated in excess of 100.'
ami t wiee that many injured. The
American pursuit into Mexico, which
ended about c! o'clock, is reported to
have accounted Tor more titan seventy-
live Mexicans killeil
The American loss on the Mexican

side of the border was one corporal
slain when Villa threw out a heavy
guard tn engage Mi- American pur¬
suers.

. 'harles Dew it t Millei. of Albuniut-
tpie. and l>r. J I. .1 Hart. of K1 I'aso.
were burned to death in the lire that
destroyed the Commercial Motel
The body of Wilton Walker. a

Sunday school convention delegate
from I'la v as, X M.. who w as shot tn
death with \\ T. UUliie. jiroprie' or
oi the hotel, also was incinerated.
The Mexicans s.-i the hotel on tire,

together with a numloi of other build-!
ings. and posted snipeis to pick off'
Americans as tIs.-> tied.

Mrs. M. James \\a.- shot and killed
in the i loo i u ay of another hotf.l. from
w hii.'li sJ.e was running with bet sl>;».|
Mis. .liirn.-s full dyinj: oxer the body
1,1 1'. Mill'-:, who had I ii driven
from his or in; store across the street
Her sister, a child not yet in her teens,
escaped the fusillade without a acini, h.
M t .1 a lues s husband w.is wounded
Tlll'.SI-: ll.WK NAIIItow

MM 'A 1*K*» I'lKlll II \ M»||S
Mrs. s. T. K, Ityan. wife of the nap-;

tain of Troop I. and Captain Rudolph!
Smyzet. of Troop II. with Mrs. Smyzei
and her little children, had narrow
escapes from the bandits. The Uvan
house fronts regimental quarters and
this ditch up along whl-h Villa's troops
came.

Mis. l!yaii was in bed hi line with
a front window facing the ditch, in
which \ ilia opened the attack. Mullets'
shattered the glass anil struck through
her clotliintr arranged on a ehait n-ar
the 'neil

I"*red Griflin, private of K Troop, was
on sentry dut\ in front of the head-'
quarters, and opened tire on a party
of Mexicans attacking the .|uartci.s of
I.ieutenai.t John I' taicas. ¦.ommandiiig
tlie iiiachine-guu troop of the Tlilr-I
i eeu i h t'aviilry. Grillin fell mortally;
wounded under a volley of shots, but'
killed two Mexicans and then crawled'
to tlu; f.«'e of the Cyan home. Mrs.
Cyan, arising, ran around the side of'
the house under tire i.f the Mexicans!
to an adobe garage. ,\ party of
bamltt s was stand in? about Grilliti.'
She opened the i'a.when a Mcxi-i

(i'ontlinniil. on Second I'.fge.) i

Driven Back by U. S.
forces Which Follow
Him Into Mexico.

«OH/Ml:CS. x. m.. Maivll
Cisco \ i!l;i. outlawed .Moxitaii bandit.
taidcl I n i I oil Siiiii'> I orri tory t

nnh .inn men he attacked Columbus.
lulled ;,J «i sixteen Americans ami
fired many buildings before ho was

driven back across the international
border.

Not !i.«s than troopers of tlic
ThlrtMMl. I'.iiie.l States .'aialrv r.).
lowed On- Villa baud into Mexico. lie-
ports t.» < olond li. j. siociiin. .M.i,i-
mnnding I'nited States troops at this
point, late to-day state.I that Villa
had mad. .1 stand lift00ti miles south
Ot the holder, whets spirited lighting
ensued. In this engagement an un¬
named private was Stilled and I'aptain
. Jeorge Williams, adjutant of the Thir¬
teenth 1.avalry. was wounded
The small detachment of troopers,

under .Major l-*ra n li Tompkins and
Minor Kinsley. lighting dismounted,
made a determined stand against the
renewed Villa attack, and at last !<.¦-

ports were holding their ground.
The raid on American territory

proved costly to the bandit chieftain.
Ill* I....lies of eighteen bandits, includ¬
ing I'ablo Lopez, second in to inm unci,
had been gathered and burned before
noon, and troopers reported an un¬
determined number of dead still lying
in the brush. Led into the attack un-
der the slogan. "Death to the Ameri¬
cans.- Villa's followers fought with
despot at ion. .lust before dawn they
crept along ditches skirting the United
States Cavalry ranch and rushed the
sleeping town, tiring heavily.
A MKH1CAX TKOOPKIIS IX

A I'MdST I\STA\'I' ACTION
*1 lie first volley brought American

troopers into almost instant action.
!l portion of the raiders engaged

the cavalrymen, olliers began applving
the torch and shooting American
civilians who ventured from the build¬
ings. Lights in homos and public
buildings iiuine.ll.itel> became targets
tor snipers posted :.t Villas direction,
other bandits, creeping oloso to Ameri¬
can homes, enticed a number of civil¬
ians into the open with Knglish-spokoit
invitations. A number of fatalities
are attributed to this ruse.

Stores were looted, oil was poured
upon train., structures, and the match
applied b> still other bandits Tli-
post-fllce was raided and furniture
smashed, but the looters secured o.lv
"tie small registered package.
Many civilians barricaded themselves

111 their homes and tired at Hi.- Mexi¬
cans as the* darted through the
streets. The fighting j. tl)e town
ended almost as suddenly as it hei-an
l-ess than two hours after the tir-t

r, Wai* buglers sou tided
the retreat, and the raiders began a
disordered flight, closely followed bv
American troupers.

Mis. Maud Hawk Wright, an Ameri¬
can woman, who said she was held
captive by Villa for nine days, and was
".'.'rated in t(,,i midst of to-dav's
fightlug, declared to-day that Villa an-
l,nim "" Marrh 1 bis intention to
attack Columbus. «n.l proceeded north

"" "larches t., carrv out his
1 . T1 |']M)Sr.
IIKAT INTO AM>|.\-|-|o\

M " " KI.ATS l|-' su OIt 11>
His men. with scant supplies of

water and meat, suffered severeh. she
..aid. and many dropped from their
..oises on the march to Boca Oriinde.
Villa, she declared, ruled them |(X f.ar
and his ollleers with the ilaiv <,f ,hl,h.
swords beat the soldiers into nnima-
<io. suihciont to reach II,at point,
where the> sted and prepated for
toe raid
On Tuesday. .Mrs. ivlated.

''audits attacked eniplovec- Mi¬
llie I 'a lomas . "at tie Company, engaged
Ml lounding up cattle. Icillinu
nionrans

U right said her husbano k,,.
ward .I oh n Wright, formerly .( lions-
'"i.. I. x.. and Frank llaydeu. a youth
employe., at La Hooker sawmill, we,.-
lake,, from the Wright ranch on March
'. and presumable killed When she
was taken prisoner and forced to ride
:'""y with a tiotaelitn.'iit ...f Villa's
ni.-n. under Colonel Xervose Sci'ia .t.
¦die said a bandit ordered her to give
her l.abv 10 a Mexican fainilv.

Mrs. Wright hum cared for to-da\
at the home of Mrs Slocuin. wife
t o Ion el Slocuin. There S|.. ,tll t).,
Story Ot her capture and experiences

l,1(' 1s|i^ w.i; taken from the
ranch Oolona Hernandez, west of I
'eiirsou. where the do facto govern-

me,It was reported t.. have maintained
a hoavj garrison fo, the protection of
Amorij ap.s.

I'p to yes,M-day. she said, \ jlla wore!
civilian's clothing, n ciueer little round'
Miaw hat. and rodo ;t small mule, but
. before the ligiu nils morning he
appeared clad in a trim military
or 111. and ro.le one of three handsome
sorrel chargers which had not |.|
used during the |OIlf. X|r<
W right mi Id Villa led rioarl: |.'<0i> men
upon tb.s sleeping Amernan town, at
u '"eh vie .imirteted less than ;.i»o
American troopers.

'"he said that some, of the men re.
i.unod to guard her during the march

(Continued on Second Cage.)
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PURSUING VILLA
AND OUTLAWS WHO
RAIDED COLUMBUS

American Troopers Report¬
ed in Action Against
Large Bandit Force.

NO ORDER AT PRESENT
FOR RETURN OF SOLDIERS

Administration Will Give Army
Free Rein to Catch Mur¬

derers if Possible.

C.\nn \NZ \ I'Oll.MA l.l.Y NOTiriKl>

(.cncral l unston, in Full Authority
on Itt»rricr, .Makes Ni-ressary

Troop .Movements.

American 1 loops
Return to Border

>\V WTOMO. TK\.. »lurrlt »..
Mlijiir l''rtnik Tompkins, imiiiiiuii

tlie tlfltiflinii'ii t of Aniprli'iiu troops
It icli pui'snril <.rtirr:il \ illn it ml

It I m linntlllM into Mrxlrii nftrr (lit-
nttnt'k curly 1o-«lu.v mi I oliunltti*.
.\. >1.. 1111m returned to tin- luiriler,
lifter oiikiikIiii; in three runnlnn
tiulits with (lie >1 r\It'll riN. tvlio
litinlly nintle n Nlnnil, vrlileli stopped
tltt' ndviinre til* the Vnterlctin Miit-
illers. Tliis I n fur mil t Ion ivtls con-

vt'jrt'il t<i-nl|tlit tt» llnjtir-l.eneriil
Krederlek I'uiiston. I'linimnnillnt; tlie
Stmt Item Department, I niteil Stntr.«
Arm), In nn olllelnl report on the
fsl t It ti 11 (ill from t'olnliel II. J. Slofum.
In t'oninitinil til i'olinnliUM.

WASHINGTON*. March 9..Washing-
ton stands squarely behind Colonel
Slocum in sending cavalry into Mexico
iit pursuit of Francisco Villa ami h!fi

i band «if outlaws, who raided Columbus,
N. M., to-day. murdering' American sol-
diera anil citizens ami tirmu the town

Secretary Lansing to-night informed
Tin' do facto government of Mexico,
through Kliseo Arredondo, its snthas-
sailor designate iicre. that he trusted
no objection would tie made to the ae-
tiou of the American troops, they hav-
ing followed what is known in military
circles as a "hot trail." No orders
have been issued for the return of the
soldiers, and it is not probable that
any will be issued for the presejit.
Shocked indignation occasioned by

news of Villa's outrage was quickly
succeeded b\ undisguised satisfaction
in oilicial circles over the knowledge
that, after three years of patient for¬
bearance, l.'nited States troops actually
were on Mexican soil to avenge th*
death of their comrades and bring to
justice the outlaws whoso depredatious

I have terrorized Americans on both

j sides of the border.
Reports that the American troopers

were in action to-night against a much
larger force of bandits were heard with
anxious interest in ofllcial circles.
All MA" TO nu GIVKX FHF.K

Ui:iN TO CATC'If BANDITS

While no formal word of the policy
of the administration was given out.
it was reliably stated that the army
would be given free rein to catch the
bandits if possible. It was not con¬
sidered in administration circles that

jt'oloncl Slocum's act in any sense con¬
stituted .in invasion of Mexico, a policy
which -the administration has opposed
in ihe past, and will continue to oppose.
Forma My there is no authority for

the presence of the American troops
in Mexico. In fact, the patrols along
the border have from the beginning of
the disorders there been under orders
not to cross under any conditions. If
the provocation had not been so great,
the otiieeis responsible for the action
of lo-tluj v. oil Id face court-martial.
Suggestions that t'olonel Slocum, in
command at Columbus, might be court-
martialed. however, were seouto by
"onie ollicials. while at the War De¬
partment itself the subject was not
discussed.
Newton I>. Maker, who became Secre¬

tary of War to day, conferred over the
.situation with President Wilson to-
nigbt. Three hours later Mr. Maker
said ttii orders had hreii sent for the
recall of the American soldiers.

Major-i JeiK.ra I Scott, chief of Staff,
telegraphed < ciieral l-'unston, at Fort
Sam Houston, in command of th>- bor-
iler forces, for all details available.
He said the policy of the uoverniue.nl
would not be outlined until Genera!
Funston's reply had be u received,
What had been done io«,ird strength-

enmg the forces mir ' "olunihus or re-
jenforcing the little command that had
ridden agaiti.si the bandits apparently
Nv'.is not known >t the Wai I'epartment
to-nigh'
<;fm:hu. ri i\ fi i.i.

I\l I'llOltl'IA ON IlOltDl'.lt
'.Seneral Funston has full authority

Ion the border, and is leaking such troop
movements a* he thinks necessary.
Kveii lie. however, is not fully informed
ns to what Colonel slocum iiaa done.
A loief report reached the depart-

in u: during the day telling of the raid,
but afterward t~Jener.il Kunaton relayed
a. dispatch from Mrigadier - Oenera 1
Pershing telling of » telephone report
from Colonel Sloi inn id announcing
' ii.it ti t uuops had been ....at a rt/s.j


